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Last week, a citizen posed a very pertinent question to this body; she asked why WCCC is involved in the T Don Hutto contract.  That’s something that we’ve all asked for far more months than we like to remember.

We’ve even had a very fine public forum which provided a neutral venue for discussion of that question.  No one who supports the T Don Hutto contract and prison for immigrants would participate.  Not Congressman Carter, who put the deal together.  Not the former head of ICE, who spent taxpayer money on a grand scale to fund that operation.  Not John Ferguson, the current head of the for-profit prison corporation that received those funds and thereby enhanced his balance sheet –which profit he was more than happy to discuss with the financial community.  And no one from this body, a party to the contract and recipient of $1 a day for each inmate’s misery. 

We forwarded questions from the forum, seeking a few answers from you.  Again, no response.

Well, of course, it seems to some of us that you really don’t have a reason—other than a sort of mini-lecture on punishing children for the “sins of their fathers” which can’t be considered a serious rationale because it makes poor 21st century theology, as well as being an inappropriate motive for action by this strictly administrative body.

Here’s what the other side said at the forum you all boycotted:

1. Putting families in prison for infractions comparable to running a stop sign is “inappropriate.”  

2. The lack of oversight and assurance of humane treatment for families held at T Don Hutto is alarming, and contradicted by our national sense of right and wrong, ---and does serious emotional damage to the young prisoners who end up gaining American citizenship.  

3. Communities that locate a prison in their borders suffer immense long-term economic damage because “clean” economic growth avoids them. The uglier the facility, the greater the damage.

4. There are alternatives to locking up babies and families, and they are proven to be less expensive-- and just as effective.  But they provide no profit for the prison industry.

So now you know what the other side says; we’re still waiting to hear from you.  

Please let us hear that you have taken a good look at the facts and are going to do the American thing by exercising common sense and the golden rule. 
