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I want to thank Governor Briscoe and Governor Hobby … Senator Ellis, along with your colleagues here today (recognize Senators Gallegos &  Whitmire if present), and of course, my dear friend, Paul Hobby, serving as Chair of our Exploratory effort.


To my guests here with me, your support and friendship is truly humbling.  At the same time, you should know that Melissa and I take inspiration from you all as we move forward to fulfill the obligation of the standard of public service that all of you have set.  Like millions of other Texans, we are the beneficiaries of the legacies you have left our state.


I’ll make my comments brief, because we have already heard from some of our state’s greatest leaders.  But I want to make clear that what we have here today is more than a list of endorsements.   We have a history lesson:  A lesson that teaches us that Texas stands at its tallest when we plan for the future, we bring people together, and we hold our government accountable — a stark contrast from our current leadership, that which promotes the politics of division, advocates shirking our obligations to each other and looks to government to ask, “what’s in it for me?”

Governor Briscoe started his path of public service as a young man, serving in the Army in the China-Burma-India theatre.  In the legislature, he helped bring Texans together through the promotion of Farm-to-Market roads.  As Governor, one of his many lasting legacies was the signing the Texas Open Records Act — affirming that no agency and no member of government is beyond the accountability of We the People.

Governor Hobby too served his country, in the United States Navy.  He is such an institution in the state of Texas, and especially here in Houston, that few need to be educated about his accomplishments.  But today, several of the legacies Governor Hobby left us with his 18 years of service as Lt. Governor call out for special recognition, because they remind us of the standard for public service, and what we have the right to expect from our government.   Governor Hobby championed mental health issues, bringing a previously taboo subject into the light of day.  He oversaw the overhauling of our state’s public education system, and created a critical safety net for indigent health care.  

Governor Hobby also understood that our competitiveness as a state depends on the strength of our institutions of higher education.  Just as important, he helped create the Texas Sunset Commission, once again reinforcing that government must prove its relevance to the people, and that no power should go unchecked.

 Senator Rodney Ellis began his path to public service by serving three terms on the Houston City Council, and acting as the Chief of Staff to the late, great Congressman Mickey Leland.    Senator Ellis has continued the forward-looking leadership exemplified by Governors’ Briscoe and Hobby by passing the TEXAS Grants Program that has enabled over 137,000 Texas students attend college.  Senator Ellis is also the author of the James Byrd, Jr., Anti-Hate Crimes law, sending a message to the world that true Texans don’t stand for intolerance or hatred.  We now have a law with teeth, to prove it.

Public service.  Looking to the future.  Bringing Texans together.  And holding our leaders accountable.

This is the standard that was set for us, but it is one that we are allowing to slip away.  Today, a private in the US Army is held to a higher standard of accountability than a United States Senator.

John Cornyn, our state’s junior senator, has failed to use independent judgment.  He’s failed to plan for our future. He has failed the people.  He has failed Texas.
He has been an active pawn in a concerted effort to question the patriotism of those who exercise their civic duty by questioning their government about the war in Iraq.  It’s every American’s right, every American's duty, to question our role, our mission, our soldiers’ safety.  To question such failures as the Administration’s inability to provide proper health care for our veterans.  To question untruths as a basis for sending our sons and daughters across the world.

John Cornyn voted against SCHIP, even though Texas has the highest percentage of uninsured children who qualify for CHIP but are not enrolled in the program.

John Cornyn voted against the Webb Amendment, which would have guaranteed equal amounts of time for combat and for rest for any military member deploying to Afghanistan and Iraq.


And John Cornyn continues to play out the ineffective and inappropriate tactic of dividing us as he beats the empty drum of immigration, serving political purposes and using it as a wedge issue.  

Cornyn says he opposes a border fence while in South Texas, but then votes in Washington to fund the border fence.  The fact of the matter is, John Cornyn proves that playing politics doesn’t solve problems, it makes them worse. 

The standard for leadership and service has been set by the gentlemen behind me; not by the man who occupies the Texas Junior US Senate seat.

The secret to a brighter future is not neglecting our children, using wedge issues for short-term political gain, or wearing out our military for an ideological obsession.

No, as I said earlier, Texas stands as it's greatest when we plan for the future, bring people together, and hold our government accountable.

So…now it’s time to hold John Cornyn accountable.  

As we ratchet up our exploratory campaign, Texans will get a chance to see the many faces and many perspectives that our campaign represents.   Each time, the picture will grow.  Because this campaign is not just about me.  It is about us; it is about We the People, about duty … it’s about living up to a higher standard … it’s about answering the call to reclaim our state and our country.  

Together we will; we will…answer the call.  Thank you.  
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* Representative Noriega often departs from his prepared statements.

