Relevant Statutory Language

Section 572.001 of the Texas Government Code reads as follows:

Policy: Legislative Intent.
(a)  It is the policy of this state that a state officer or state employee may not have a direct or indirect interest, including financial and other interests, or engage in a business transaction or professional activity, or incur any obligation of any nature that is in substantial conflict with the proper discharge of the officer’s or employee’s duties in the public interest.
(b)  To implement this policy and to strengthen the faith and confidence of the people of this state in state government, this chapter provides standards of conduct and disclosure requirements to be observed by persons owing a responsibility to the people and government of this state in the performance of their official duties.
(c)  It is the intent of the legislature that this chapter serves not only as a guide for official conduct of those persons but also as a basis for discipline of those who refuse to abide by its terms. (Emphasis added)

 The act requires that gifts to public officials be disclosed. Section 572.023(7) of the Act reads as follows:

(7)  identification of a person or other organization from which the individual or the individual’s spouse or dependent children received a gift of anything of value in excess of $250 and a description of each gift, except:

   (A)  a gift received from an individual related to the individual at any time within the second degree by consanguinity or affinity, as determined under Subchapter B, Chapter 573;

   (B) a political contribution that was reported as required by Chapter 254, Election Code; and

   (C)  an expenditure required to be reported by a person required to be registered under Chapter 305; (Emphasis added)

The Texas Ethics Commission is created by Chapter 571 of the Texas Government Code. This Act also includes a statement of its purpose in § 571.001:

Purpose. It is the policy of the legislature to protect the constitutional privilege of free suffrage by regulating elections and prohibiting undue influence while also protecting the constitutional rights of the governed to apply to their government for the redress of grievances. This chapter is intended to achieve those purposes and shall be construed to achieve the following objectives:

(1)  to control and reduce the cost of elections;

(2) to eliminate opportunities for undue influence over elections and governmental action;
(3) to disclose fully information related to expenditures and contributions for elections and for petitioning the government;

(4)   to enhance the potential for individual participation in electoral and governmental processes; and

(5)  to ensure the public’s confidence and trust in its government. (Emphasis added)

